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Legionniares' Disease 
What is it? 

 
The germ which causes Legionnaires' disease is 

a bacterium called Legionella pneumophila. 
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Legionnaires' Disease - What is it? 
 
Legionnaires' disease is a type of pneumonia. It was named after an outbreak of 
severe pneumonia which affected a meeting of the American Legion in 1976. It is 
an uncommon but serious disease.  
 
The illness occurs more frequently in men than women. It usually affects middle-
aged or elderly people and it more commonly affects smokers or people with 
other chest problems. Legionnaires' disease is uncommon in younger people and 
is very uncommon under the age of 20.  
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Additional Information & Expert Assistance 
 
For further information and expert assistance please contact: 
 
Legionella Control International 
Quay West 
Trafford Wharf Road 
Manchester M17 1HH 
United Kingdom 
 
Telephone: +44 (0) 161 240 2245 
 
E-mail: info@legionellacontrol.com. 
 


